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September 2018  

NEXT MONTHõS PROGRAM WILL BE ON 

MONDAY  October 8, 2018  

¶ Social Hour 7:00 PM  

¶ Meeting Begins 7:30 PM  

¶ CHAPTER HOUSE, ENTRANCE B, 

LAKE ELMO AIRPORT 21D  

¶ Our Chapter Web site address: 

www.eaa54.org  
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Why do people volunteer for our Young Eagle events?  

I believe, our Chapter members volunteer their time to Young 

Eagles for a variety of reasons..   A sense of giving back to the 

community, civic duty, opportunity to share their interest in 

aviation to young people, or just a reason to go up flying on a 

Saturday.    Everybodyõs situation is a little bit different.   

However, what you get in return, besides the great feeling of 

help out others (in this case, kids), is seeing the joy on their 

young faces as they step out of the plane after their flight.    

They are grinning from ear to ear.    Some are excited from 

just completing their first flight in a small planeé others are 

ecstatic for being able to handle the controls, and canõt wait to 

tell their friends (or parents) that they piloted an actual 

plane.  

What are all the roles that people could help out?  

We have many roles that we need volunteers foré and no 

matter what your ability or experience, we can use your help.    

We need volunteers on the ground: to help greet the kids (and 

parents) when they arrive and help get them signed in, escort-

ing them to planes, marshalling planes, securing the flightline 

from wandering parents, taking photos, or assisting in man-

aging the operations.    We also need pilots in the air!    We 

have several pilots that participate every month, but at some 

point they will want to pass on the baton, or may be down for 

maintenance.   The larger òpooló of pilots that we can rely on, 

the better.  
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Lake Elmo Airport Environmental Assessment Update 

 

Hearing Officersô Report and Final EA/EAW available 

During the Lake Elmo Airport Draft EA/EAW public comment period that ended on April 19, the Metropolitan Airports 
Commission (MAC) received verbal and written comments from more than 70 individuals, as well as written comments 
from several government agencies and local municipalities. Thank you to everyone who commented. We appreciate the 
time and effort the community has invested in this project.  

Responses to these comments can be found in the Hearing Officersô Report, which is subject to MAC Board adoption. 

That report and the final EA/EAW document, also subject to MAC Board adoption, can be found on the Documents and 

Links page of the project website.  

FAA issues its FONSI/ROD decision 

On August 31, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) - as the federal agency responsible for evaluating airport envi-
ronmental assessments for federally funded airports - issued a Finding of No Significant Impact/Record of Decision 
(FONSI/ROD) for the Lake Elmo Airport federal environmental assessment (EA).  

With this finding, the FAA has determined that the preferred alternative identified in the EA/EAW document will not result 

in significant environmental impacts, one of several steps necessary for the work outlined in the document to move for-

ward. To view the FONSI/ROD, go to the project websiteôs Documents and Links page. The FAA will publish its notice in 

the Federal Register in mid-September. The MAC will notify subscribers of this e-news list when the Federal Register 

notice has been posted. 

Next steps 

Under the Minnesota Environmental Policy Act (MEPA), the Metropolitan Airports Commission is the responsible govern-
ment unit for the Lake Elmo Airport environmental assessment worksheet (EAW). That means the MAC must issue its 
own decision on the state EAW. The MACôs Planning Development & Environment committee will make a decision at its 
October 8, 2018 meeting. A final decision on the EAW will occur at a subsequent full board meeting.  

The MAC will notify subscribers to of this e-news list when the Planning Development & Environment Committee meet-
ing materials are available.  

Thank you for your continued interest in the Lake Elmo Airport environmental review process.  

Metropolitan Airports Commission 
Lake Elmo Airport 

6040 28th Ave. S. | Minneapolis, MN 55450 | 612-726-8100 

 MetroAirports.org - Project Website 
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How do I get started?  

Contact our Chapter Young Eagles Coordinator (Scott Hanson), or send an email to our Young Eagles email address 

(youngeagles@eaa54.org). 

There is really only one requirement that you must doé  since we are working kids, you must complete EAAõs Youth 

Protection Program.    It is very simple and easy to do, and consists of some online training and a background check.    

There is absolutely no costs for you to take this training.   

For more info on the program visit:  https://www.eaa.org/en/

eaa/aviation -education -and-resources/eaa-youth -education/

youth -protection -policy -and-program  

What do the kids like about the experience?  

Kids get to experience either their first flight ever, or may-

be their first flight in a small planeé from the cockpit.    

This is not something they usually get to do.   òAnd itõs 

cool!!!ó 

What do parents and families like about the experi-

ence?  

Their parents get to provide their kids with an experience of 

a lifetimeé  And get to expand their childõs dreams on what 

they might want to do when they grow up.   Our hope is 

that they think about a career somewhere in the aviation community.  

How does this help increase the number of pi-

lots?  

By either further fostering their dreams of becoming a 

piloté   or enlightening their world to how easy or joy-

ful flying can beé  we hope to promote the world of 

aviation  to their young minds.    The more kids that 

dream about aviation, the more that actually might 

take those dreams into reality.  

I haven't volunteered before, why Young Eagles?  

Even if you havenõt volunteered before, there are ways 

to help, no matter what your experience or abilities 

are.    And in this case, you are having an impact on 

kids ð the seeds of the future of our world.  

What are the requirements for pilots?  

The Young Eagles pilot requirements are basic, but 

MUST be followed.  

> Be a current EAAÈ member and hold an appropriate airmanõs certificate (sport pilot or greater) 

> Possess a current medical certificate (if applicable)  

> Be current to carry passengers in the aircraft you plan to use  

> Have a current flight review  

> Conduct flights in an aircraft that is in airworthy condition  

> Have aircraft passenger liability insurance for the aircraft used (owned, rented, or borrowed)  

> Adhere to all applicable Federal Air Rules (FARs)  

> Complete both the online training and basic background check as a part of EAAõs Youth Protection Policy. 

 

For more information, visit https://www.eaa.org/~/media/files/eaa/educationresources/youtheducation/

youngeagles/1602rev-ye-pilot -guidelines.pdf.  During our Young Eagles events, we aim for no more than five flights per 

pilot.  Basically, the flights are a larger or extended òpatternó and last 12-15 minutes.   Starting at 8:30am, we are gener-

ally finished by 10:30am.    If you are interested in more information about Young Eagles volunteers please visit:  https://

www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation -education -and-resources/eaa-youth -education/eaa-ye-program/ye -volunteers or our Chap-

terõs Young Eagles page:  http://www.eaa54.org/young_eagles.php 
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EAA 54 Presidentõs Report for September 2018 

 

Driving down almost any Minnesota street it is easy to see that summer is coming to an end.  

Where did it go and how do we get kit back? The older I get the more I realize that the days 

are long, but the years are short.  

 

It is not only the speed of the years, but it is the change that accompanies it. I was traveling  

across country a while back and on one of my many potty stops I met an old, bent over man named Charlie. After strik-

ing up a conversation with him I asked him the question òCharlie, what has been the most difficult thing for you over 

your 94 years?ó Without missing a beat he said òChangeó. He had gone from horses to cars, kerosene lights to electrical 

lights, friends had gone before him, and TV came in and now has no knobs!  

 

Change is never easy for pilots. It is not easy because we have to learn something new or operate differently than we 

had known before. Most of all it is because we have to read and understand more data. We tend to try to keep things 

the same. I am told that many of our members donõt read this newsletter. Would like to find out. So this is the dealé I 

want you to email me saying you have read the newsletter (without being told about the passes) at presi-

dent@EAA54.org and I will give you two free passes to the SkyZone Indoor Trampoline Park in Oakdale MN. Use them 

for your grandchildren or an exciting time with someone you love. Do this by the end of September and I will get the 

passes for you. Please do not tell others to read the article so they can get the passes. We would not get a true reader-

ship count. I look forward to this experiment and coming 

year. Even with change life is good.  

PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE  

JACK  MILLER  
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